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SUBJECT: CHOU EN-LAI'S DEATH - CONDOLENCE MESSAGE 

1 . PLEASE TRANSMIT THE FOLLOWING CONDOLENCE MESSAGE FROM 
SECRETARY KISSINGER TO FOREIGN MINISTER CHIAO KUAN-HUA. 
SIGNED ORIGINAL WILL BE DELIVERED TO PRCLO IN WASHINGTON. 
PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGES TO MAO TSE-TUNG, CHU TE, AND 
MADAME CHOU ARE BEING TRANSMITTED BY SEPTEL AND SHOULD BE 
DELIVERED AT SAME TIME AS SECRETARY'S MESSAGE. 

BEGIN TEXT 

HIS EXCELLENCY 
CHIAO KUAN-HUA 
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
PEKING 

DEAR MR. MINISTER: 
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IT WAS WITH A DEEP SENSE OF LOSS THAT I LEARNED OF 
THE PASSING AWAY OF PREMIER CHOU EN-LAI. 

IT WAS MY PRIVILEGE TO HAVE HAD MANY MEETINGS WITH 
PREMIER CHOU AND TO WORK WITH HIM IN THE EFFORTS OF OUR 
TWO GOVERNMENTS TO BUILD A NEW RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE 
UNITED STATES AND THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA BASED ON 
THE PRINCIPLES OF THE SHANGHAI COMMUNIQUE. FEW LEADERS 
HAVE HAD THE DEPTH OF EXPERIENCE AND BREADTH OF VISION 
WHICH MADE PREMIER CHOU A GREAT STATESMAN IN WORLD 
AFFAIRS. 

PREMIER CHOU S CONTRIBUTION TO THE NEW RELATIONSHIP 
WHICH NOW EXISTS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES WILL LONG BE 
REMEMBERED BY THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, AND I PLEDGE MY OWN 
EFFORTS TO CONTINUE TO STRENGTHEN THE RELATIONSHIP WHICH 
HE HELPED TO DESIGN AND BUILD. 

PLEASE EXTEND MY CONDOLENCES AND THOSE OF MRS. 

KISSINGER TO MADAME CHOU. 

SINCERELY, 

HENRY A. KISSINGER 

END TEXT. 

2. DEPARTMENT DOES NOT PLAN TO RELEASE TEXT BUT HAS NO 
OBJECTION IF PRC GOVERNMENT WISHES TO DO SO. KISSINGER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DEATHS, STATE FUNERALS, CONDOLENCE MESSAGES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 10 JAN 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: morefirh 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976STATE006409 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: JSROY:MFR 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760009-0212 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 97601 68/aaaacilq. tel 

Line Count: 90 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: morefirh 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <21 MAY 2004 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <27 MAY 2004 by morefirh> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CHOU EN-LAI'S DEATH - CONDOLENCE MESSAGE 
TAGS: PDIP, CH, US, (CHOU EN-LAI) 

To: PEKING 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



